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KACD WELCOMES
SETH SMALLWOOD AS PUBLIC MESSAGE FROM THE
AFFAIRS SPECIALIST THROUGH
NRCS PARTNERSHIP KACD PRESIDENT

KACD Friends-

We justfinished our May Board of/Directors
meeting, putting the final touches onithisiyears’
Annual Meeting, and the registrationinformation
will have reached your county offices by now. This
year'we are makingla special effort toireach out to
Kentucky’s Watershed Conservancy Districts
(webs) to invite them to this meeting. We are also
their state association and we need them to join/us
in moving conservation forward inthe upcoming
year. our. agenda includesinformation and
breakoutisessions especially designedito help
WCDsicomplete their mission. Their direct
involvement in our'state association makes us all
stronger, strength we will need for. the legislative
challenges aheadiofius.

So, my request is'this- if your'county has a
Watershed Conservancy District, please makeia
personal pleatoyour county’s Directorsito consider
attending our annual meeting.

Asimany of youlalready know, our funding/levels
approvediduring thei2026 General/Assembly
session fell far'short of our'requests. To those of you
whocontacted yourlegislators, or attendedthe
LegislativeReception, Thank You for your efforts.
Work has already begun onithe 2028 session, using
lessons learned from this effort.We will be sharing
thatinformation also atiour Annual Meeting, and
urge you to bring your.ideas tothe table.

Ilook forward to seeing you/July 26-28 atithe
Crowne Plazain Louisville!

See you then,




A Conservation Success Story:
Bath County Conservation District
Tree Seedling Giveaway

oy
1

/ Hrf;ﬁ-’j’; L e
The Bath County Conservation District recently celebrated an outstanding
response to its annual tree seedling giveaway, an event created to encourage
conservation and support the long-term health of local natural resources. With
residents lining up early and supplies moving quickly, the district distributed all
1,200 seedlings in just two days, demonstrating strong community enthusiasm for

conservation efforts.

District Administrator Missy Ginter shared her excitement about the program’s
impact. She said, “The tree seedling giveaway was a huge success in Bath County.
With an order of 1,200 trees, every one of them was given out in two days, and
people were still asking for more. I'm already seeing many of the trees planted in
yards, fields, and along fence lines, often with added protection to help them grow.
Seeing that level of care makes us hopeful that this effort will lead to an even
greater population of mature native trees throughout the county.”

Residents have wasted no time planting their seedlings, and many have taken
extra steps like adding markers, braces, or protective supports to ensure the young
trees establish well. These early signs of stewardship highlight the community’s
commitment to improving habitat, supporting soil health, and investing in the
county’s environmental future.

The Bath County Conservation District looks forward to continuing programs like
this, building on the momentum created by this year’'s overwhelmingly positive
response.
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