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Louisville, KY Dear Kentucky Conservation District Supervisors,
Staff and Partners,

I would like to personally invite you to join us for the
82  KACD Annual Meeting, July 26-28, in Louisville.
This year’s theme, “Conservation Starts with
Conversation: Listening-Engaging-Leading”
reminds us that the best conservation solutions
begin by working together.

nd

Our planning committee has developed an
outstanding program featuring exceptional
speakers, timely training sessions. and valuable
opportunities for staff to learn, share ideas, and
strengthen partnerships. We’ll kick off the events
with our Sunday tour at the Belle of Louisville,
celebrate the accomlishments of our 2026 District
Award Winners, and conduct the important KACD
Business Session, where your district’s voice helps
shape our Association’s future.

I hope you’ll make plans to join us for a few days of
learning, networking, and fellowship as we continue
advancing conservation across Kentucky. I look
forward to seeing you in Louisville!

Sincerely,

KACD Executive Director
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On June 19, the Carroll County Conservation District partnered withOn June 19, the Carroll County Conservation District partnered with
the Carroll County Cooperative Extension Service and the Portthe Carroll County Cooperative Extension Service and the Port
William Historical Society to host a Historic Agriculture Field Day atWilliam Historical Society to host a Historic Agriculture Field Day at
the Masterson House in Carrollton. The event brought togetherthe Masterson House in Carrollton. The event brought together
history, community, and conservation.history, community, and conservation.

The Masterson House, built around 1790 by Richard and SarahThe Masterson House, built around 1790 by Richard and Sarah
Masterson, is the oldest two‑story brick home along the Ohio RiverMasterson, is the oldest two‑story brick home along the Ohio River
between Pittsburgh and Cairo. Constructed with bricks madebetween Pittsburgh and Cairo. Constructed with bricks made
on‑site and laid in the Flemish bond pattern, the home has servedon‑site and laid in the Flemish bond pattern, the home has served
many roles throughout its long history. It hosted Kentucky’smany roles throughout its long history. It hosted Kentucky’s
earliest Methodist services and held the first court session ofearliest Methodist services and held the first court session of
Gallatin County in 1799. The property was listed on the NationalGallatin County in 1799. The property was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1975, and the Port William HistoricalRegister of Historic Places in 1975, and the Port William Historical
Society has cared for it since restoring the home in 1979–1980.Society has cared for it since restoring the home in 1979–1980.

The highlight of the Field Day was a horse‑drawn ploughThe highlight of the Field Day was a horse‑drawn plough
demonstration by James and Elizabeth Guthrie of Arrow G Ranch.demonstration by James and Elizabeth Guthrie of Arrow G Ranch.
Their Percheron draft horses, Jim and Bill, drew a crowd of all ages.Their Percheron draft horses, Jim and Bill, drew a crowd of all ages.
Many visitors stepped up to guide the plough, experiencingMany visitors stepped up to guide the plough, experiencing
firsthand how early Kentucky families prepared their gardensfirsthand how early Kentucky families prepared their gardens
generations ago. Children explored the freshly turned soil, findinggenerations ago. Children explored the freshly turned soil, finding
bits of glass, interesting stones, and other small reminders of thebits of glass, interesting stones, and other small reminders of the
site’s long history. After the ploughing demonstration, attendeessite’s long history. After the ploughing demonstration, attendees
gathered for a 250th birthday celebration for our country. Thegathered for a 250th birthday celebration for our country. The
group then helped plant the Masterson House heritage garden withgroup then helped plant the Masterson House heritage garden with
heirloom vegetables, herbs, and flowers. This garden, still in itsheirloom vegetables, herbs, and flowers. This garden, still in its
early development, will be cared for by PWHS volunteers,early development, will be cared for by PWHS volunteers,
community members, and local 4‑H programs.community members, and local 4‑H programs.  

CCCD has been providing support for soil information, riverbankCCCD has been providing support for soil information, riverbank
erosion concerns, and pond education related to Liberty Pond,erosion concerns, and pond education related to Liberty Pond,
which will feature an herb garden. Looking ahead, CCCD and PWHSwhich will feature an herb garden. Looking ahead, CCCD and PWHS
hope to collaborate on native plant tours and additionalhope to collaborate on native plant tours and additional
conservation‑focused educational events on the historic grounds.conservation‑focused educational events on the historic grounds.
Events like this demonstrate how conservation can connect peopleEvents like this demonstrate how conservation can connect people
to the land, to their community, and the stories that shaped both.to the land, to their community, and the stories that shaped both.

On June 19, the Carroll County Conservation District partnered with
the Carroll County Cooperative Extension Service and the Port
William Historical Society to host a Historic Agriculture Field Day at
the Masterson House in Carrollton. The event brought together
history, community, and conservation.

The Masterson House, built around 1790 by Richard and Sarah
Masterson, is the oldest two‑story brick home along the Ohio River
between Pittsburgh and Cairo. Constructed with bricks made
on‑site and laid in the Flemish bond pattern, the home has served
many roles throughout its long history. It hosted Kentucky’s
earliest Methodist services and held the first court session of
Gallatin County in 1799. The property was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1975, and the Port William Historical
Society has cared for it since restoring the home in 1979–1980.

The highlight of the Field Day was a horse‑drawn plough
demonstration by James and Elizabeth Guthrie of Arrow G Ranch.
Their Percheron draft horses, Jim and Bill, drew a crowd of all ages.
Many visitors stepped up to guide the plough, experiencing
firsthand how early Kentucky families prepared their gardens
generations ago. Children explored the freshly turned soil, finding
bits of glass, interesting stones, and other small reminders of the
site’s long history. After the ploughing demonstration, attendees
gathered for a 250th birthday celebration for our country. The
group then helped plant the Masterson House heritage garden with
heirloom vegetables, herbs, and flowers. This garden, still in its
early development, will be cared for by PWHS volunteers,
community members, and local 4‑H programs. 

CCCD has been providing support for soil information, riverbank
erosion concerns, and pond education related to Liberty Pond,
which will feature an herb garden. Looking ahead, CCCD and PWHS
hope to collaborate on native plant tours and additional
conservation‑focused educational events on the historic grounds.
Events like this demonstrate how conservation can connect people
to the land, to their community, and the stories that shaped both.
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Conservation Education:
Graves County Engages Students in

Hands-On Waste Reduction Education

Graves County Conservation District teamed up with 4‑H to teach
students about reducing what ends up in landfills. Using a Landfill
Enviroscape model, students compared old dump sites with
modern engineered landfills and saw how layers help protect
groundwater. Kool‑Aid “rain” made the demonstration especially
memorable.

Students also took part in a fast, hands‑on trash‑sorting activity.
They worked together to sort cleaned containers, paper, old
clothing, broken toys, and a few “gross” items into compost, reuse,
recycle, and landfill bins. The challenge showed how much waste
can be diverted with a little extra effort.

Each student received a take‑home kit with gloves and a reusable
bag, along with a challenge to reduce waste at home. Many sent in
photos of their projects, and the district rewarded them with
thrifted reusable cups filled with stickers and a small treat.

The program reached several schools and gave students practical
ways to make a difference in their homes and community.
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Without the support of our sponsors, KACD would not be able to successfully
represent and support the 121 conservation districts of Kentucky,
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